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 DIANNE ASHFORD attended Florida A&M University where she received a B.S. in Computer Information 
Systems. After 6 years in the corporate world, she decided to pursue a career in the arts. Taking a thirty-
day leave of absence to work on Rainforest Films' Trois 2: Pandora's Box  as the producer's intern, the 
experience was so valuable and intriguing that Dianne immediately resigned from her job and embarked on 
a new career as a film producer. She moved back to her hometown of Atlanta, GA in 2001 and immediately 
obtained a position as Production Coordinator for PM Pictures’ The Kudzu Christmas . She became the 
Director of Operations for the company once the film was complete. One year later, Dianne returned to 
Rainforest Films where she worked in distribution on the theatrical release of Trois 2: Pandora's Box . She 
continued her tenure with Rainforest Films through production and video distribution of Pandora's Box, 
Lockdown  and Motives.  In 2003, Dianne and partner Angi Bones, co-founded Symmetry Entertainment  

and in May of 2004, completed their first film entitled A Complex Occupation . The film's title was later changed to Trois: The Escort.  
Dianne continued her career as Line Producer for the hit film The Gospel , producer for a controversial documentary about migrant border 
crossers entitled Season of Death  , producer of Motives 2 , co-producer of Three Can Play That Game (sequel to the hit movie Two Can 
Play That Game ), and Line Producer of Pastor Brown  (slated for release in 2009).  Never one to be confined to just one aspect of the 
industry, Dianne recently produced three commercials for CNN and a Meet The Browns  promo for TBS. Her latest endeavor 
 
 
 

MATT BAILEY  Proficient in Final Cut Pro and DVD Studio Pro, Matt Bailey is a former student of Fran Burst at 
the Art Institute of Atlanta. He has been involved with projects such as a Behind the Scenes DVD for Extreme 
Makeover: Home Edition, a promotional piece for Moving In The Spirit, short films and many others before 
receiving her recommendation to Bruce Harlan of Lighting & Production Equipment, Inc. As an editor for 
Televent, LLC & L&PE, Inc., he has worked with clients including Habitat for Humanity, The Carter Center, The 
Alliance Theater, The Metropolitan Atlanta Arts Fund, Price Waterhouse Cooper, and more. Matt has continued 
to hone his skills as a participant in the Atlanta 48 Hour Film Project for three consecutive years as an editor & 

also as a Producer/Team Leader in 2008. Editor for Directors Boot Camp, Part 3. �
 
 

 
JOE BINFORD is a Motion Picture Director & Feature Film Editor who has been focusing his craft in the 
development of intellectual properties for Feature Films.  He worked in the editing rooms of “the Chronicles of 
Narnia – The Lion, The Witch, and the Wardrobe”, “Ransom”, “The Fugitive”, “Blast from the Past”, “We Are 
Marshall”, “Hideaway”, “Dudley Do-Right”, “Steal Big, Steal Little”, “From Hell”, “Double Team”, and “My First 
Mister”.  Most recently, he made a seven minute director’s reel which contains four stories on a four story 
elevator ride in one continuous take called “Transitions”.  Binford is currently in active development with several 
properties and continues to work in the editing room to sharpen his skills and help other filmmakers achieve their 
dreams.  He co-founded a company for Feature Film Post Production called Film Finish, LLC.  
http://FilmFinish.com.  Saturday Keynote Speaker. 

 
 

 
MIKE BRUNE is a local Atlanta writer, actor and award-winning director.  He is a graduate of Georgia State University 
with a degree in Film, which he uses every day.  When he was in second grade, he successfully convinced his entire 
class he was from the planet Mars.  In addition to being a filmmaker with FWW, Mike is also an improviser.  He 
performs with JaCKPie at Relapse Theater in Midtown, and with Dad?s Garage in Little Five Points.  His 2007 film 
BLOOD CAR was screened at the 2008 Atlanta Film Festival.  His follow-up, THE ADVENTURE, won five awards at 
film festivals around the world in 2008.  Panelist for In The Can: Marketing & Promoting Your Completed Project. 
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EVA JANE BUNKLEY has won two Emmy Awards during her sixteen years as a professional make-up artist. 
Preparing the morning news anchors at WXIA-11 Alive! and FOX5 WAGA's morning news show "GoodDay Atlanta" 
for over five years helped her to gain notoriety in the field.  Other clients have included MTV, Disney, Time/Warner, 
Columbia Tri-Star, Dallas Austin, Johnny Cochran, Judge Glenda Hatchett, Dr. Laura, Jermaine Dupree, Bronner 
Brothers, Seventeen Magazine, Duchess Sarah Ferguson, Jeff Foxworthy, Evander Holyfield, LL Cool J, Larry King, 
Ed McMahon, The Rock, Jean Claude Van Damme, Chris Tucker, and Usher to name a few.  She eventually began 
producing the worldwide television broadcast "Changing Your World with Creflo Dollar."  In 2006, Eva created her 
documentary debut film entitled, "My Mother Was a Butterfly."  The story depicts her real-life search for details on the 
events that lead to her late mother's tragic death.  The film has won first place at the 2008 Kingdomwood Film 
Festival and continues to receive high acclaims from critics alike. Make-up Artist for Directors Boot Camp, Part 2.  

 
 
 

AMANI CHANNEL  is an expert in video production, broadcast news, and new media. He is the founder of a 
media consulting, video production company called Visual Eye Media. The company offers high definition video 
production services, media training, and social media solutions for companies, organizations, and individuals. 
Content produced by channel has aired on CNN, Headline News, AP, BET, Black Family Channel, HDNews, and 
various local and online outlets. In 2006, Channel founded a vlog/podcast called www.MyUrbanReport.com. It 
focuses on urban news and information, as well as traditional/new media issues, video production, and Channel's 
media adventures.  He also enjoys teaching video production and currently teaches a digital media class at   

Kennesaw State University. Speaker for Breakdown: Budgeting & Production Sched uling. 
 
 
 

ANGELA CHURCH  is a strategic marketing professional with over 20 years of project management experience. She 
is President/CEO of Olive Quest Communications, a marketing consulting company, which focuses on entertainment 
and experiential marketing, strategic partnerships, product integration, and talent industry workshops. Prior to 
Angela’s 11 years at The Coca-Cola Company, she worked at BBDO-Chicago Advertising and NBC Radio. Angela 
has experience serving as a liaison between various clients, advertising agencies, brands, promotions and 
consumers. Her clients have included: Rainforest Films, Emerging Pictures, The Coca-Cola Company, Motorola, 
Atlanta Life Financial Group, Wrigley Gum, Burrell Communications Group, Matlock Advertising, Courier 
Communications, Cultured Living Magazine, Canaan Shoes and The History Channel. Angela completed her 
Bachelor of Arts degree in Communications and Advertising from Marquette University.  She currently serves as the 
Southeast Regional Director on Marquette University’s National Alumni Board. Panelist for In The Can: Marketing 
& Promoting Your Completed Project.    

 
 

 
RICK COHEN graduated with a B.A. in Communications from the Annenberg School in 1987. From 1988-
1991, Richard studied at NYU’s Tisch School of Performing Arts.   Acting by day and writing by night, 
Richard appeared in numerous national TV commercials and produced two plays Off-Broadway. Under his 
stage name, Rick Clements, Richard appeared in several films before 1991. In 1991, Richard headed west 
to Los Angeles.  Two years later he sold his first screenplay, Two-Man Advantage, to 20th-Century Fox. 
  For the next 10 years, Richard continued to write screenplays, churning out ten more, four of which were 
optioned by well-known Hollywood producers. He was also West Coast Director of Writer’s Boot Camp 
and Executive Producer of the Miss Jr. American pageant from 1996-2000. Today, through his companies, 
Endorphin Entertainment & Endorphin Athletes, Richard makes a living as a filmmaker, producer, 

screenwriter and sports videographer.  His film FADED GLORY, a documentary feature about amateur baseball leagues, is screening at 
the 2009 Atlanta Film Festival.  Panelist for Documentary Dialogues . 
 
 
 

DAN COSTA majored in Business and jokes that he minored in Campus MovieFest while attending college in 
Atlanta, Georgia.  The outgoing 27 year old Co-Founder of CMF was a Residential Advisor when he, David, and a 
few friends created the moviemaking event as a project for his dorm back in the winter of 2000.  Now, Dan’s the 
President of CMF, overseeing the day-to-day operations and spearheading the company’s involvement with every 
school.  While he and the rest of the team no longer have to lug 30 pound iMacs around to each dorm room, he 
remains an active participant in each of the school events helping students create five minute masterpieces. 
Though Dan and Campus MovieFest call Atlanta home, he’s eager to see the program continue expanding to all 
states and around the world.  “Everyone has a story and we want to help them tell it.  There are more than 4,000 
colleges and universities in the US.  We don’t want to stop until we’ve reached them all.” Speaker for Campus 

MovieFest. 
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LANCE DREESEN is an internationally award-winning filmmaker, a member of the Writers Guild of America and 
partner in an independent film production company, Red Five Entertainment, Inc. Dreesen's directorial debut, 
Terror Tract (which he also produced) was both a critical and financial success. Starring John Ritter, Bryan 
Cranston and Carmine Giovinazzo, Terror Tract was purchased by USA Films, and has won top honors at film 
festivals in Europe and the United States. The World Premiere of Dreesen’s latest film, Our Child Is Missing (which 
he wrote and directed), stars Dean Cain. Dreesen’s previous writing and directing effort, Big Bad Wolf, starring 
Richard Tyson and Kimberly J. Brown, was released by Universal Home Video in June 2007.  The film has 
received rave reviews by horror fans and won top honors at the Houston International Film Festival.  Dreesen also 
produced  the supernatural thriller Conjurer, starring Andrew Bowen and John Schneider, which is now available 
on DVD and will premiere on Showtime this summer. Dreesen's writing credits include Charlie's Ghost Story for 
Crystal Sky Entertainment, a feature film directed by Anthony Edwards and starring Edwards and Cheech Marin. 

Dreesen also co-wrote Arthur's Quest, starring Ayre Gross. He has also written and developed projects for numerous production 
companies and studios, including Universal Pictures and Fox Television.  Panelist for Film Entrepreneurism: A Producers Panel.  
 
 

KEN FEINBERG can call upon a productive three-dimensional career that embodies performing, writing and 
directing.  He has a long list of credits that demonstrate the fortitude of his craft.  His broad knowledge of the 
industry and his devotion to the arts, whether on film, television or stage, has been expressed in his many 
accomplishments.  For over 18 years Feinberg has been directing, writing, producing and acting in award-winning 
films, hit television series and major theater projects in Los Angles, New York and Atlanta.  He has won numerous 
awards in more than 50 productions, and he has achieved a great deal in the years he has been in Hollywood 
after nurturing his career in New York and Atlanta.  Instructor for Directors Boot Camp, Parts I & II, an d III. 
 

 
 
MELISSA GOODMAN  has been working for the Georgia Branch of the Screen Actors Guild (SAG) and the Atlanta 
Local of the American Federation of Television and Radio Artists (AFTRA) for over 23 years.  She has served as the 
Executive Director since 1992. Prior to coming to SAG and AFTRA in 1985, Melissa worked at a talent agency in 
Atlanta. SAG and AFTRA negotiate and monitor the wages and working conditions of actors and performers in film, 
television, commercials, radio spots, industrial/educational programs, sound recordings and interactive programs.  
Panelist for Film Entrepreneurism: A Producers Panel.  
 
 
 

 
 
CHRIS HOLLAND is the author of "Film Festival Secrets: A Handbook for Independent Filmmakers" 
(filmfestivalsecrets.com) and the Director of Festival Operations at B-Side (bside.com). He previously served as the 
Marketing Coordinator for the Austin Film Festival and has served on various programming committees and festival 
juries. Previous publications include "Reel Shame: Bad Movies and the Hollywood Stars Who Made Them" and "The 
Radio Times Guide to Film." In 1996 Holland co-founded Stomp Tokyo (stomptokyo.com), one of the first web sites 
dedicated to fringe cinema. The site was touted as "a place to indulge one's questionable taste" by the New York 
Times. Panelist for From Here To Hollywood: Industry Networ king Basics and Distribution Options and 
Alternatives.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
KATHLEEN KELLY  is an award-winning Director of Photography and Producer.  Kathleen studied photography in 
Paris, France and upon returning to the states, worked as freelance photographer in San Francisco.  She was 
President of Production for Journey Productions Inc. (JPI) where she produced and shot the award-winning film The 
Journey, which received the 2001 SXSW Film Festival Audience Choice Award, the 2003 Most Memorable Film 
from 2001 for SXSW Film Festival's 10 year anniversary, and the Audience Choice Award for the 2001 Atlanta Film 
Festival.  She then produced JPI’s next feature documentary, Soccer in the Streets, and the feature film The Note, 
which screened on the Hallmark Channel in December 2007.  Kathleen received a 2007 Emmy Award for a PSA 
made in conjunction with Women in Film & Television Atlanta (WIFTA) and Mayor Shirley Franklin's Taskforce to 
End Child Prostitution.  She now heads her own production company, Kathleen Kelly Films.  Panelist for 
Documentary Dialogues. 
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SIMON KORNBLIT  supervised the marketing of over 100 films during his tenure at Universal Pictures, including 
Jurassic Park, Field of Dreams, Scent of a Woman, Fried Green Tomatoes, Back to the Future and Cape Fear.  A 
popular lecturer, Kornblit served as Director of the Film Institute at Kennesaw State University from 2001 to 2003 
and has been a guest lecturer at the Goizueta School of Business at Emory, GSU, UCLA and the University of 
Southern California, as well as industry-sponsored forums.  Kornblit is a voting member of the Academy of Motion 
Picture Arts and Sciences and serves on the Board of IMAGE Film and Video Center. Moderator for In The Can: 
Marketing & Promoting Your Completed Project. 
 
 
 

 
 

ROBERT KREIGER, is a producer’s representative and a consultant for DVD sales, marketing, and distribution. He 
brings a unique background and skills set to the marketing and distribution of DVD’s. Not only does he have lengthy 
experience working for major studios and selling to major national retailers, but he also has extensive experience in 
the independent film world. Having consulted with small boutique theatrical distributors, cable companies, and 
independent producers, Robert has a solid understanding of the challenges of both the current specialty theatrical 
market and the mainstream DVD sell through and rental marketplaces. Since he has participated in acquisition 
decisions, he has a special insight into not only the cost of acquisitions, but how the costs and strategies for smaller 
theatrical marketing ultimately affect DVD success. His current clients include the leading gay and lesbian media 
company, Here Media, and Regent Entertainment. He recently represented and concluded a DVD distribution 
agreement for Ray McKinnon’s Georgia filmed feature, Randy and The Mob . Other movies he has represented and 
negotiated distribution for include: Conversations With Other Women,  starring Helena Bonham Carter and Aaron 
Eckhart; David Turnley’s remarkable documentary about Cuban music and dance, La Tropical ; the concert film, 
Last Dispatch ; and Crispin Glover’s Bartleby . His work experience has included sales management at some of the 
largest and highest profile companies in the home video industry: Paramount Pictures Home Entertainment, Sony 
Pictures Home Entertainment, Buena Vista Home Entertainment, and PolyGram Video.  Panelist f or Distribution 
Options and Alternativ es. 

 
 
 

CLIFF LOVETTE For over 27 years as an entertainment attorney, Cliff Lovette has represented established 
recording artists,  record companies, independent motion picture producers, writers, playwrites and producers, 
radio and TV personalities and other entertainment clients.  For 6 years, Cliff was SR VP of Business & Legal 
Affairs of LaFace Records, reporting to multi-Grammy producers Antonio “LA” Reid and Kenny “Babyface” 
Edmonds.  Currently, Cliff heads The Lovette Entertainment Law Group Ltd, a boutique entertainment law firm in 
Atlanta, whose past and present client list has included Usher, DJ Toomp, Polow Da Don, DJ Speedy, Goodie 
Mob, Patrick “Sleepy” Brown, Organized Noize Productions, Lisa Lopes and The Estate of Lisa Lopes, Darp 
(Dallas Austin’s production company), and Fathom Studios (an animated feature-length film studio).  Prior to 
working at LaFace, Cliff was a senior associate of the law firm Katz, Smith & Cohen, where he had primary 
responsibility for over dozen entertainment clients and handled legal work for Jimmy Buffet, B. B. King, Waylon 
Jennings and Willie Nelson, Bell Biv Devoe, Cameo, and Dallas Austin.�Recently, Cliff was acknowledged as the 

9th most influential music industry power broker in Atlanta by a local newspaper. Moderator for Film Entrepreneurism: A Producers 
Panel.  

 
 

 
SHANDRA MCDONALD-BRADFORD  is an award-winning filmmaker and television producer. She recently directed, 
wrote and executive produced a short film titled, THE PROMISE. She’s been commissioned to co-write another 
feature screenplay, while consulting on several other projects. Her award-winning feature film, The Last Adam 
continues to appear in festivals across the country.  With ten short films under her belt, the majority of which have 
aired on network television; McDonald has truly emerged as a master of the craft.  To introduce Sunday Keynote 
speaker.  
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JIM MCKINNEY is an established Director of Photography with nearly 30 years in the film business, working 
his way up through the ranks as a p.a., grip and gaffer.  In that time he has worked on a wide variety of 
projects, from major motion pictures and commercials, to music videos for Ludacris and Nelly,  and award 
winning independents at film festivals.  He is also the owner of RedCentric, a company focused on staying 
abreast of current technology in Red camera production, as well as offering service and consultation for Red 
productions.  Panelist for Seeing Red: Production on the RED Camer a. 
 
 
 

 
 

 
CHRIS MOORE is producer and co-director of THE PEOPLE SPEAK.  Born and raised in Easton, Maryland, Chris 
majored in History at Harvard University.  He has produced many feature films including GOOD WILL HUNTING, 
AMERICAN PIE & POP & ME.  He is also the producer behind the popular television series, PROJECT 
GREENLIGHT.  His directorial debut, KILL THEORY, a feature length thriller (79 mins), will be released in the fall of 
2008.Friday Keynote Speaker  
 
 
 
 
 

 
MYRNA MOORE began her career in broadcasting in 1985 as a news intern at WKSJ radio while completing her 
degree in Communication Arts at the University of South Alabama. She later worked as a radio announcer/reporter 
and then a weekend producer/reporter.  After moving to Durham, North Carolina, Myrna worked as a general 
assignment reporter and then Manager of Community Involvement for WGHP in High Point, North Carolina, and 
received the Scripps Howard National Journalism Award for Literacy.  Upon moving to Atlanta Myrna began working 
at TBS as a freelance producer. She joined the Public Affairs department in 1994 working in several positions 
including, associate producer and co-producer, director of community affairs and host of TBS Storyline .  In 2007 
Myrna started More Media , a production/consulting company.  Since then she has traveled to Egypt to teach Media 
Literacy to heads of non-governmental organizations, writes and produces WSB Channel 2’s People 2 People  and 
writes, produces, edits and does voice over work for Life With Purpose Radio .  Myrna is a 2000-2001 fellow of 
WICT’'s Betsy Magness Leadership Institute, and is a multiple Emmy-award winner.  Myrna is a 2010 candidate for a 

Master of Arts in Apologetics Degree at Luther Rice Seminary University.  She and her husband have two children.  Sunday Keynote 
Speaker, and to introduce Friday Keynote Speaker.  
 
 

 
ALESHIA MUELLER is the owner of Reel Nomad Productions, a Minnesota based media production company 
that strives to communicate interesting and meaningful stories with the world. She is also Vice-President of 
Minnesota Women in Film and Television (MN WIFT). Aleshia started out in the business managing university 
media equipment and editing suites, setting-up equipment demos, and offering editing and DVD authoring 
workshops. She has since worked on long and short media projects that range from podcasts, music and travel 
videos, scientific, social, and historical documentaries, commercials, and narrative films, many of which have 
screened at festivals worldwide. As a freelancer, Aleshia wears many hats throughout the filmmaking process. As 
a producer, director, writer, coordinator, script supervisor, cinematographer, production assistant, or editor, 
Aleshia has the skills and commitment to realize a creative vision from script to screen. Aleshia's curiosity, 
fearlessnes, and passion for her craft continue to take her on storytelling adventures throughout the world.  
Panelist for Film Entrepreneurism: A Producers Panel.  

 
 
MEENA PAYNE earned her Bachelor of Arts degree in Film Studies at Georgia State University in Atlanta, where she 
remained after graduation, taking advantage of the explosion of the Southern music scene by earning her first stripes 
on music video and commercial productions.  Meena soon found a more suitable home for her creative appetite with 
Will Packer & Rob Hardy at Rainforest Films where she quickly climbed the ranks to Director of Development after 
the company’s release of Stomp The Yard. Joining the close-knit team of a budding production company proved 
fundamental in her understanding of the process of feature filmmaking.   Two years later, Meena has formed a fully 
functioning Development Department at Rainforest Films. She is responsible for the creation and execution of viable 
projects for the company, while also traveling between Atlanta and Los Angeles to seek out promising writers and 
scripts for the company’s forthcoming projects.   Panelist for Film Entrepreneurism: A Producers Pane l. 
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DAVID ROEMER is Co-founder and CEO of Ideas United, the creators of Campus MovieFest and Campus 
MusicFest (CMF), the world's largest student film and music festivals. David and his team started CMF as 
students at Emory University in 2001, and they've since provided all the necessary laptops, camcorders, and 
training to over 250,000 students around the globe to create short movies and music all for free. The CMF team, 
now 60 people strong worldwide, passionately empowers young people to share their stories. CMF creations have 
been featured at Cannes and Paramount Studios, in-flight on Virgin America, and on millions of AT&T phones, as 
well as on The Today Show, CNN, and ABC World News Tonight. David oversees the company's long-term 
growth, forming marketing partnerships with companies including Apple, AT&T, Virgin, 
Panasonic, Paramount, Coca-Cola, TBS, Turner Classic Movies, and MTV Networks. In addition, David builds the 
CMF Interview Series and CMF Advisors, including industry leaders ranging from Sir Sean Connery to Jon 
Landau. David also serves as a marketing consultant to Apple and an advisor to numerous media and technology 
companies and nonprofits. Speaker for Campus MovieFest. 

 
 
SUZAN SATTERFIELD ’s and her partner and husband, Allen Facemire, created SaltRun Productions in 1989 
with an eye towards producing meaningful, worthwhile projects for television.  SaltRun’s clients have included 
ABC News, NBC News, Dateline, CNN International, The Travel Channel, Turner Broadcasting, and others. In 
1990, Suzan shared the prestigious national “American Women In Radio and Television Award” with co-writer, 
Diane Brunet. In 2000, Governor Roy Barnes appointed her to the Georgia Film & Video Advisory Board, on 
which she served for two years. That same year, Suzan created, wrote, and executive produced a series for 
Turner South. “The Natural South,” is a twenty-two episode per year series exploring the natural wonders and 
challenges of the southern landscape from the point of view of environmentalists. Over three years and sixty-six 
documentary-style episodes, “The Natural South” garnered over twenty Telly awards and four Emmy 

nominations. In 2004, SaltRun Productions partnered with Hildreth Stafford of Kinesis Productions to form Picture 
Window Productions, LLC. Picture Window produced a series for the DIY network and has just completed the 13th 
season of  “Ground Breakers” for Home & Garden Television (HGTV). “Ground Breakers” is a major landscaping 
makeover show, shot in Atlanta and Orlando. In addition, SaltRun Productions is currently in production on 
“EcoSense for Living”, a magazine-style series which is underwritten by the Turner Foundation, is currently offered 
to PBS stations via the NETA network. Panelist for Film Entrepreneurism: A Producers Panel.  
 
 

 
RANDY TACK  has been the primary Imaging Instructor for Eastman Kodak Company for the past 20 years. In that 
time he has created educational content for, and taught, every aspect of Image capture.  Currently, he teaches 
Cinematography workshops, Lighting workshops and S16 workshops around the world.  His experience, technical 
knowledge, and artistic flair bring a unique and complete set of tools to these workshops. Randy has conducted this 
type of hands-on workshop in every division of Eastman Kodak Company in 14 countries worldwide. Saturday 
Keynote Speaker. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

JANET TILLER  has been an Account Manager and Sales/Engineering Representative for Kodak, in the Southwest, 
10 years in Dallas, TX, then in Chicago the Midwest for 10 years, moving to Atlanta, GA in 1990. She has been with 
Kodak 30 years and has responsibility for the states of Georgia, Tennessee, North Carolina, South Carolina, 
Alabama, Mississippi, Arkansas and Virginia. She has been a past Vice President of IFP/Midwest supporting 
independent filmmakers and has been a juror for short film competition at many festivals. She currently works 
closely with features, television, commercials, students/university film programs, film labs and postproduction 
customers in all her states. She is member of GPP, Image Film and Video, AICP, and WIFTA.  She has had the 
pleasure of supporting and working with many projects for film and Television, too many to list.  A small sampling of 
projects include JFK, Fugitive, US Marshall, Home Alone, 21 Grams, One Tree Hill, Meet The Parents, Grumpy Old 
Men, Best Friends Wedding, John Adams, Forty Shades of Blue, Radio, ATL, Drumline, Fighting Temptations, Cold 
Mountain, Nights of Radante, Secret Lives of Bees,  and the latest independent film audience award winner That 

Evening Sun at South by Southwest Festival for 2009. Saturday Keynote Speaker. 
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HEIDI VAN LIER. is an indie filmmaker currently living in Los Angeles.  She has made 3 feature films, “Chi Girl” 
which won the Grand Jury Prize at the Slamdance Film Festival, “Monday” which screened as a special screening 
at the Slamdance Film Festival, and “American Decaf” which will make the festival rounds in 2009.  Heidi now 
programs for the Slamdance Film Festival, produces and directs Slamdance TV (Slamdance.com click 
Slamdance TV) during the festival, and continues to counsel 10-15 filmmakers about festival and filmmaking 
strategy every year. Heidi currently writes a weekly blog for FilmIndependent.org called Indie Film Q & A with 
Heidi Van Lier.  Her new book The Indie Film Rule Book is available at lulu.com and is a strategic guide for indie 
filmmakers. Panelist for From Here to Hollywood: Industry Networ king Basics. 

 
 
 
 
 

NIKLAS VOLLMER is an interdisciplinary artist whose award-winning experimental and documentary work has 
been exhibited in the US, Canada, Europe and Asia.  His most recent work, ENVIRONMENTAL CHAMPIONS, 
screened on the Olympic Green during the 2008 Summer Olympics in Beijing.  Niklas has been nominated for a 
Rockefeller Fellowship and is a current Board Member of the University Film & Video Association (UFVA).  Niklas 
is an Associate Professor of Film & Video at Georgia State University where he teaches media production.  Before 
his foray into Academia, he was a public television editor.  Moderator for Documentary Dialogues Panel. 

 
 
 
 

RALPH WILCOX  Ralph Wilcox attended the University of Wisconsin where he studied Theater Arts. As a young 
man he performed on the New York Broadway stage, appearing in such plays as Ain’t Suppose to Die a Natural 
Death, The Wiz (the Original Company) and in Porgy and Bess (playing the role of Sporting Life) with the Los 
Angeles Civic Light Opera.  He has appeared in such screen productions as Silent Victim, The Cape, Point Man, 
China Moon, In the Heat of the Night, I’ll Fly Away, Sheena, and Good Times. He is the founder of HennyPenny 
Video/Television Production Company, Inc., a 501 (c-3) non-profit organization, the Southwest Georgia Film 
Commission Director, the founder of the Jokara-Micheaux Film Festival, the executive producer/CEO of 
Schusters Cash, LLC., a film/video production company and is the writer, producer and director of the full-length 
feature film, Hope & Redemption: The Lena Baker Story.  Wilcox has received various awards such as the 1973 
BINACA Award for Best Commercial; the Trailblazer Award in 2005 from the 100 Black Men of Albany, Georgia; 
and the AGAPE Community Servant Award in February 2007 which he received at the Apollo Theater in New 

York. Panelist for In The Can: Marketing & Promoting Your Completed Project. 
 
 

 
MARK WYNNS is a producer and media consultant working to help connect media with audiences. He held multiple 
positions during two stints at the Atlanta Film Festival/IMAGE Film & Video Center, ultimately exiting as interim 
Executive Director in 2005. From 2001-2003 was a field outreach coordinator for the Independent Television Service 
working on grassroots broadcast campaigns for such films as Two Towns of Jasper, Daddy & Papa and Race: 
Power of an Illusion. Wynns regularly speaks on independent media panels and is a founding member of the 
Committee on Entertainment Capital, Investment and Legislation (CECIL)- an industry group focused on spurring 
private investment in Georgia based media companies.  He clients include the Tribeca Film Institute, POPfilms, John 
Sayles' and Maggie Renzi's Anarchist's Convention and others.  His was an Associate Producer and marketing 
consultant on John Sayles’ award-winning 2008 feature Honeydripper, starring Danny Glover and Charles Dutton 
and is currently the producer of the documentary Disabled But Able to Rock: The True Adventures of Danger 
Woman which is (finally) in post-production. Panelist for In The Can: Marketing & Promoting Your Completed 

Project. 
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CCoonnffeerreennccee  PPrroodduucceerrss  
 
 

 
NANCY B. HOWARD  is the Founder and Executive Director of The Big Picture Film & Video Foundation.  She 
developed the organization and the Georgia BIG PICTURE Conference with the goal of retaining film and video 
student talent here in Georgia.  She is also an independent film, video and stage producer with over 16 years of 
experience producing a variety of music videos, commercials, films, theatrical plays and film-related events.  She is 
also a marketing professional, writer, and event coordinator, and currently serves as a board member of Women in 
Film & Television Atlanta (WIFTA). 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
KEN FEINBERG.  See bio above.  
 
 
 


